《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments - Ruth》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE BOOK OF RUTH.
This concise but interesting History is designed to celebrate the piety and virtues of a woman of Moab, against whose nation Moses had pronounced an anathema. It traces the genealogy, and reflects a lustre on the house of David: it also discovers a pleasing trait of the preparations God was making for the redemption of the world. It occurred either before or during the time that Gideon was judge of Israel, and bears marks of having been written after David’s ascension to the throne: Ruth 4:22. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-22
Ruth 1:1. When the judges ruled, about a hundred years before the birth of David. Famines were mostly occasioned by want of rain.

Ruth 1:2. Ephrathites; not Ephraimites, but of Ephrath, the old name of Bethlehem: Ruth 4:11. Genesis 35:19. The name of Elimelech’s wife was Naomi, beautiful.

Ruth 1:20. The Almighty. שׁדי Shaddai, the Almighty; the self-sufficient being can repair all my calamities.

Ruth 1:22. The barley harvest. See on Deuteronomy 11:14.

REFLECTIONS.
Famine is terrific when it assails a voluptuous and a guilty people. Hunger and despair are marked on the countenance; and all who can are ready to fly from a land doomed to desolation. Of those who survived the visitation, no one had greater calamities than Elimelech. He had mortgaged his land before he left home; he died among the heathen, leaving a widow and two sons estranged from the house and altar of God, and destitute of worldly good. Now, it would seem, they ought to have returned, and made the Lord their portion and hope. But alas, for Naomi; the sons, having no father to direct their conduct, married with the daughters of Moab; and by that act, the hope of returning to Bethlehem was cut off. Deuteronomy 23:3-6. How often do youth sacrifice their hope in the covenant of God for the pleasures of the age. The fruits corresponded with the sin; the fruits were ignorance, poverty, misery, barrenness and death: for where has God promised to bless marriages out of his counsel, and contrary to his word?

These were hard strokes of providence; and fresh tears flowed from the eyes of Naomi. But her piety was refined in the furnace; her faith, shook for a moment, when she thought the Lord had dealt bitterly with her, brightened as providence darkened. She had nothing now left but God, an alsufficient portion; and her confidence encreased in his mercy the more she felt the strokes of his justice. She therefore resolved to return, and to spend the evening of life in his house, and die in his favour. Piety so engaging, confidence so superior to the hardest strokes of adversity, could not be unproductive of good. They had already made a secret impression on the heart of RUTH. This daughter of Moab, more worthy than her country, had attested the conflicts of Naomi’s soul. She had seen her frequent tears; and heard the wrestlings of her wounded mind in prayer to God. Yes, in Naomi’s conflicts and troubles she had frequently glanced on the face of heaven-born piety, and the image was indelibly imprinted on her heart. She was secretly wounded with celestial love; the daughter sighed to be as the mother. Oh yes; and to acquire a confidence, a peace like Naomi’s, she would gladly sacrifice country, kindred, and life itself. Her soul, abhorring the hopes of Moab, swelled with all that vastness of desire after Israel’s God, which language cannot decypher. Oh, if she might worship at the altar of JEHOVAH, and learn that law which had done such great things for her mother, she would gladly endure hunger and hardships to support herself and Naomi, whose soul clave to God and his people. The mother, unacquainted with this work of grace on Ruth’s mind, took her journey towards Bethlehem, which was now, as its name imports, the house of bread. She was accompanied with both her daughters, who do not appear to have been encumbered with a quantity of raiment. Arriving at a suitable distance from home, the mother embraced and blessed her daughters, bidding them return, and wishing them rest in the house of their fathers; for this good woman candidly assured them that there was no hope of husbands in Israel. The tears largely flowed as she spake, and she prayed the Lord to requite them for the kindness they had showed to the dead. Orpah embraced her mother, and returned; but Ruth, as though she had seen in spirit the glory of future years, clave to Naomi; and the more as she was entreated to return.

Her piety we see was pure and disinterested. She had no earthly expectations, and accounted the Lord’s favour her alsufficient reward. In this view she is a fine model to all who enter on a religious course of life. Purity of motive gives the soul confidence towards God, and sheds a lustre on the christian name.

Ruth, for the love of God and of his people, sacrificed her country, her gods, and her relatives. Let us learn from her example to make every sacrifice for God and a good conscience, which our situation may impose, or religion require. Whatever earthly comforts may stand in competition with holiness, and with the enjoyment of those religious aids essential to salvation, he alone is wise who takes the ground of heaven. We are not only to renounce idols, to forego pleasures, and withdraw from parties among whom we cannot serve God; but to glory in a loyalty to our heavenly Father, which accounts the dearest sacrifice as dross, in comparison of the excellent knowledge of Christ Jesus.

She bound herself in fidelity to Naomi, God and his people being included, with an oath. A young person may proceed with caution at first; he may be wary in his steps, and cautious in his belief; but when once his duty clearly opens, let him declare for heaven with a high voice. And as God has sworn by his life to man, so let man sware to him, that the oath of the covenant may be between them. Jeremiah 34:18. Thus Israel sware to the Lord in Sinai; and so all our sacraments are so many oaths of fidelity to the God and Captain of our salvation.

This little history is also very encouraging to afflicted families, who may have borne the indignation of the Lord, because of their imprudence or their sins. Naomi, once more surrounded by a crowd of friends in Bethlehem, wept and said, the Lord hath dealt bitterly with me. I went out full, and came back empty. Ah, no, woman; heaven still accounts thee worthy of thy name. Thou hast brought far more treasure back in a daughter than thy family has expended, and from this day thou shalt lift up thy head with joy. In one way or other the Lord will bless every family which calls upon him in the day of trouble. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23
Ruth 2:7. Let me glean. She modestly asked this as a favour, which the law itself had allowed the poor.

Ruth 2:10. She fell on her face, honouring Boaz as a prince and venerable father.

Ruth 2:14. Dip thy morsel in the vinegar. The Israelites used a vinegar made of wine, to cool the body, and counteract the effects of hard labour and excessive heat. It was mostly mixed with a proportion of oil to give it an agreeable flavour.

Ruth 2:17. An ephah contained ten omers, or about twenty quarts.

Ruth 2:23. To the end of barley harvest, and of wheat harvest; in all about ten weeks, from the first week after Easter till a month after Whitsuntide.

REFLECTIONS.
We now trace farther steps of providence in accomplishing its designs of shedding a lustre on the house of David, and grace to the humankind in the redemption of the world. The sincere and extraordinary piety of Ruth was discovered by secluding herself from all giddy women of her own age, and the vain amusements of life. She affected no decorations of her person with a view to please, because she wanted to please the Lord alone. She sought no companion but her mother, and desired to gain no knowledge in comparison of the knowledge of God. These are all inestimable qualifications when proceeding from a heart deeply impressed with divine things.

Ruth’s piety discovered itself by the love of devotion. She kept the object of her faith constantly in view: it was the promise of the Lord to his people, and under his wings she had come to trust. She therefore attended his worship that she might learn the law, and become acquainted with the grace and comfort afforded by his word. Fine example in youth, and worthy of imitation.

Her piety was further distinguished by industry and filial affection. She went not about the streets to beg, or to claim kindred with the rich; but decently went forth into the field to maintain herself, and her aged mother, by the labour of her own hands. As idleness is mostly a companion of vice; so industry, and grateful returns to parents, are the happiest fruits of filial piety.

God by his grace having made this stranger meet and worthy of his favour, next directed her way into the field of Boaz, a near kinsman of Elimelech. Towards noon the venerable patriarch entered the field, saluted the reapers, and noticed the stranger, who still wore, it is presumed from her poverty, the Moabian dress. He acquainted himself with her name from his steward; by whom he was further continued in the good account he had previously heard of her morals and piety. He addressed her in language of encouragement, and invited her to eat with his maids. A good name, in the estimation of good men, is of great value; and soon or late this is the inestimable reward of a faith productive of every virtue. From this moment the tide of adversity began to turn, and a rising hope would induce Ruth gradually to forget her country and her tears. It would seem, from the courtesy of Boaz, though the thought of marriage entered not his head, that he was peculiarly struck with the first sight of a person with whom he was designated to form so important a link in the chain of providence. He found a sentiment formed in his heart more than he could express: it was the earnest of that unutterable goodness which that moment began one part of the foundation for the rising glory of his house. All young people should fear God, and be found in the way of piety; and then they are ready for the reception of all those treasures of providence and grace, which heaven may have kept in store for the comfort and happiness of future years.

Ruth returned with more than three pecks of barley, and related to her mother the happy adventures of the day. Naomi, better acquainted with the laws and customs of Israel than the daughter, augured more from the kindness of Boaz than Ruth had been able to conceive. She apprized her of the duties of a near kinsman in raising up issue to a deceased brother or cousin, who had died without an heir; and that the right of redeeming Elimelech’s property belonged to Boaz. From that moment she encouraged Ruth to accept of the good man’s invitation to glean in his field, the whole of both the harvests. Happy are those children who have a wise and aged parent to direct them in the affairs of life, and especially to give counsel in the eventful crisis of marriage. Wisdom in that case is often more to be esteemed than honour and fortune. It is a treasure which cannot be valued; for God has promised to guide his people in all the dubious steps of life. If the good man will keep a command of his passions, let reason operate, and seek the Lord by fervent prayer, he will guide him in judgment, and liberally bless him with wisdom from above. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18
Ruth 3:3. Anoint thee. Oil was used on many occasions because it gave a lustre to the countenance. Psalms 104:15. Matthew 6:10.

Ruth 3:4. Mark the place. The Hebrews were what we now call gentlemen farmers; yet they would aid their servants in watching the corn. Boaz gave them rest at night, that they might work by day.

Ruth 3:9. I am Ruth thine handmaid; spread thy skirt; take me for thy wife, because thou art the near kinsman of my late husband. Clandestine marriages were never sanctioned by any nation. They might surprise a man into a covenant which his more sober judgment would endeavour to revoke; and however solemn the oath might be in secret, if the man should prove unfaithful after the consummation of marriage, the ruined woman would want evidence to assert her right in her husband, and in his property. Every woman who surrenders her virtue to the promises of a pretended lover, whatever pity may plead in her behalf, must be regarded as the victim of her seducer. And sad experience has evinced how little regard a wicked man pays to an oath, though made in the name of the Lord.—Now, on the singular case of Ruth, commentators are not agreed. But, first, Naomi’s motives were pure. She sought a family establishment for the best of daughters. Secondly, the law authorized her so to do; and the law which required the next of kin to raise up issue to a man who had died childless was an ancient law. Genesis 34. It had probably existed from the beginning of the world. It was founded on prudence and humanity: for the firstborn of every patriarchal branch was a prince, and a priest in his family; and consequently to be childless was considered as a great calamity, being attended with the loss of name and of inheritance. Hence the good and wise Naomi advised the fair stranger to ask her rights conformably to law, and she was emboldened to do it in the way she did from the particular notice which Boaz had shown towards her daughter. But Boaz being now between eighty and ninety years of age, and exceedingly rich; she did not think it prudent to apply to him in the regular way, lest his family, which would undoubtedly be opposed to the marriage, should frustrate all her hopes. Therefore she advised Ruth to make her just and legal claims in person, and in secret. Ruth acted solely by the advice of her mother, and was impelled by a sort of imperious necessity to approach by night: and as she obtained a blessing, not a rebuke from Boaz, followed by a secret promise and oath of marriage, her character is exempted from blame. She prostrated at the feet of her patron and near kinsman; and though he said, let no one know that a woman came into the floor, it might merely be a caution to avoid giving umbrage to the man who was nearer of kin than himself.

Ruth 3:13. Tarry this night. She could not get into the city till the gates were opened. In warm countries they often lodge in sheltered places abroad. The manner of betrothing was by an oath of the Lord, and by the acceptance of presents. Ruth obtained this favour because of her virtues, in not following young men; her virtues make her more known than can be done by a bold exposure of her person in public places.

Ruth 3:18. The man will not be at rest until he have finished the thing this day. So it is with the Lord Christ, our near kinsman; he will not be at rest till he has performed his faithful word, and saved the soul from sin and death.

REFLECTIONS.
From the private interview of Boaz and Ruth, we learn the great prudence and moral lustre of his character. He was cautious to avoid public scandal and reproach. Revering the law of the Lord, he conditionally gave Ruth an oath and promise of marriage. His love to this damsel of Moab was pure and disinterested; he loved her for her piety, and piety was the principal consideration in his affections. Towards the nearer kinsman, though he wished him not to marry, he behaved with legal fairness, firmly resolved to support the interests of the fair and virtuous stranger. Marriages thus preseded with virtue, distinguished by prudent counsel and disinterestedness, shall assuredly be blessed of the Lord. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22
Ruth 4:1. The gate: the place of justice. Job 29. Genesis 19. Ten men judged and attested the fairness of the price until the jubilee. Such sales being open, were freer from disputes. Boaz took ten men to attest the sale of the land; in other places the witnesses only are named; but seven officers constituted a synagogue, and it is likely that those courts did not consist of less than seven. Deuteronomy 16:18.

Ruth 4:11. The Lord make the woman—like Rachel and like Leah. Note, a woman must not be touched till the nuptial benediction is thus first pronounced by the legal authorities.

Ruth 4:17. They called his name Obed, that is serving, because of Ruth’s condition. Ancient names were generally conferred conformably to prominent circumstances attendant on the birth of a son.

Ruth 4:20-22. Nahshon, Salmon, Boaz, Obed, Jesse, David; by which it appears that David was not descended from the firstborn of those fathers, but rather from the youngest sons; for on an average they could not have been less than eighty or ninety years of age when the sons here named were born.

REFLECTIONS.
Boaz, so fearful of offending in receiving a wife to his bosom, to whom another man had a prior claim; Boaz, so fearful of scandal and reproach, lost no time in receiving her in the manner prescribed by custom and by law. As early in the morning as circumstances would admit, he assembled the elders and the nearer kinsman, that he might honourably purchase the land, and marry the widow of Mahlon. His singular virtue, which had appeared on the preseding night, was now distinguished before the elders of his city by sound policy and superior address. With what fairness does this venerable man make the first overture to his relative, and with what firmness does he support the rights of the widow. The relative, fearful to mar his own inheritance by advancing money for the redemption of land, which would go to another branch of the family, and fearful perhaps of a numerous offspring from so young a widow, resigned at once all claims in favour of Boaz. How easily does providence soon or late applain our difficult paths when we act with prudence, and proceed in duty by honourable means. This good man by the haste of passion might have involved himself in a long and bitter enmity with his relative; but by waiting one day, the Lord added lustre to his name, and blessed his marriage with a son.

We ought not to overlook the singular happiness of the Moabian stranger. Inspired with the love of piety, and impelled with a sense of filial duty, she had abandoned her country, her relatives, and her gods, to trust under the wings of JEHOVAH and now the Lord established her in the princely line of Judah, and with a thousand blessings from his people. From this poor, but virtuous woman, descended Obed; for the Lord had undertaken her cause. From her descended Jesse, the long promised root which should raise an ensign for the nation, and in whom the gentiles should trust. From her descended David, and a line of twenty three kings to reign in Jerusalem. From her descended many prophets, as Isaiah, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego. In a word, from this poor stranger descended Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations, and the Redeemer of the world. What a chain of providences: what a reverse of situation from adversity to prosperity. What clusters of blessings are here comprised in one. What an argument for all young people, seeking their bread out of their father’s house, to seek the Lord, and trust in him alone. Learn then, oh my soul, to rely on the Lord, and to abide by his covenant. Apply to Jesus Christ, thy near kinsman, and he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do. Repose thy confidence under his Almighty wings, and he will lead thee to participate of David’s mercies, and of eternal glory.

We ought not to forget, on this occasion, the greatness of Naomi’s joy. This woman had borne exile and afflictions for ten years; death had thrice repeated his strokes, and taken away a husband and both her sons; time had wasted the whole of her property; and her old age seemed menaced with a tempestuous winter. But confiding in the Lord, suddenly the sunshine of prosperity broke forth, and his blessings exceeded her utmost hopes. Happy is that widow who makes the Lord her portion, and calls upon his name night and day. The watchful eye of him who is the widow’s portion, and the orphan’s friend, shall raise her up benefactors on earth, and give her in due time an inheritance among the sanctified at his right hand. 

